Table 1: Drugs Detected in Specimens from Denver Health Medical Center

Emergency Department (ED) Drug Overdose Patients, By Quarter
(N=1,900 specimens collected from January 2017 through June 2021)

Quarter Benzodiazepines Amphetamines Opiates Cocaine Methadone

(N of specimens tested) % % % % %
January-March 2017 (111) 31 27 15 23 5
April-June 2017 (104) 31 34 22 14 3
July-September 2017 (98) 31 32 19 17 4
October-December 2017 (96) 27L 25L 17 23H 9
January-March 2018 (111) 31 29 13 18 3
April-June 2018 (103) 38 39 13 15 4
July-September 2018 (102) 33 31 8 17 2
October-December 2018 (107) 31 28 11 16 8
January-March 2019 (121) 38 36 8L 17 4
April-June 2019 (117) 41 36 18 17 8
July-September 2019 (129) 28 40 9 18 5
October-December 2019 (107) 34 32 19 18 3
January-March 2020 (88) 32 38 16 22 9
April-June 2020 (89) 34 32 23 H 14 9
July-September 2020 (97) 38 37 12 22 3
October-December 2020 (120) 38 38 9 1ML 2L
January-March 2021 (94) 34 42H 16 22 9H
April-June 2021 (106) 47 H 41 9 18 4

Notes: H: Highest %. L: Lowest %. If there are multiple highs or lows, the most recent quarter is selected as the high/low.

In the April-June 2021 quarter, benzodiazepines reached their highest level (47%) since January, 2017 and amphetamines (41%) were just below their series
high of 42%.
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Figure 1: Drugs Detected in Specimens from Denver Health Medical Center

Emergency Department (ED) Drug Overdose Patients, By Quarter
(N=1,900 specimens collected from January 2017 through June 2021)
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Opiate positives peaked at 23% in April-June 2020, and have been decreasing since that time, reaching 9% in (April-June 2021), near their lowest level of 8%.



Range of the High and Low of Quarterly Percentages Testing Positive for Each Drug at the Denver Health Medical Center

Figure 2:
Emergency Department (ED), January 2017-June 2021
(N=1,900 specimens collected from drug overdose patients)
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Benzodiazepines and amphetamines are at/near the top of their 5-year ranges; opiates are near their lowest level.



Figure 3: Median Patient Age, By Drug Positive in Specimens from Denver Health Medical Center
Emergency Department (ED) Drug Overdose Patients
(N=1,900 specimens from January 2017 through June 2021 combined)
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Patients positive for methadone and cocaine had the highest median ages (42 and 39, respectively).



Figure 4: Mean Total Number of Drugs Positive, By Drug Positive in Specimens from Denver Health Medical

Center Emergency Department (ED) Drug Overdose Patients
(N=1,900 specimens from January 2017 through June 2021 combined)
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Methadone and opiate positive specimens contained the largest number of drugs (mean=2.5 and 2.3, respectively).



Figure 5: Other Drugs Found in Specimens Positive for an Index Drug
{N=1,900 specimens from Denver Health Medical Center from January 2017 through June 2021 combined)
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About half (54%) of opiate positive specimens also contained amphetamines and 42% contained benzodiazepines. One half (53%) of methadone positive
specimens also tested positive for amphetamines.



